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We have now reached the half-way mark of the ZVSF
Special Appeal launched three months ago and with
three months to run before, hopefully, Zimbabweans will
reap some harvest to mitigate the hunger and suffering
across the land. Working closely with our Zimbabwean
partners through the multiple challenges facing the
project, we have come to realize that two stories are
being played out simultaneously in the country.
The first story is of unimaginable hardship and
suffering - as portrayed in this photo of a 14 year old
boy, Tinashe, receiving a pack of mealie meal from
our team. Believe it or not, Tinashe is the head of a
household, comprising his 8 year old sister and two
brothers aged 9 and 13 respectively. While their father
is languishing in prison their mother has abandoned the
children to their fate. With no resources and not even a place to call home, Tinashe
must now provide and care for this vulnerable, fragmented family.
Tragically, the plight of these abandoned children is by no means unique, or
even unusual. Zimbabwe has become,
in the words of one of our team, “a
political and economic wasteland”,
and alongside this devastation a
terrible social cost is being borne by
the people. The breakdown of the
traditionally strong marriage bonds and
of the extended family care network
are signs of this collapse.
But if the first story is one of
suffering and neglect, praise God there
is another. We glimpse the second,
better, story in the bag of mealie meal
in the hands of Tinashe – this provided
by you, our generous supporters. In the
dedication of our remarkable team in
Zimbabwe and in your generosity we
see the hand of God our Redeemer,
who is ceaselessly writing his own better
story alongside the tragic tale of corruption, neglect and unspeakable suffering. Again
we see God’s story beautifully illustrated in the second photo of Pastor Albert supporting
a frail elderly widow, similarly blessed with a 10 kg bag of mealie meal from ZVSF.
So a big thank-you to all our supporters for being a part of the redemptive story
God is writing in Zimbabwe at this most testing time.
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Standing with the
suffering people of Zimbabwe

