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20 January 2022  
 

OPEN-POLLINATED SEED PROJECT DISTRIBUTION REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2021 
MATABELELAND PROVINCE, ZIMBABWE 

 

 
 

PARTNER CHARITY: ZIMBABWE VICTIMS’ SUPPORT FUND  
 
The Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund (ZVSF) is the partner charity supporting the frontline volunteers 
who have been entrusted with distribution of the Mike Campbell Foundation’s free open-pollinated 
seed to poverty-stricken rural people in Zimbabwe’s Matabeleland province. 
 
The Mike Campbell Foundation, which was formed in December 2011, is committed to restoring 
human rights, justice, the rule of law and property rights for all in Zimbabwe. Humanitarian projects 
include conservation agriculture (CA) training for destitute farm workers and a school fees project. 
 
Report and photographs supplied by Phanuel, administrative assistant at the ZVSF: 
 
More than 5 tonnes of specially grown open-pollinated (OPV) seed maize was provided to the ZVSF 
by Ben Freeth, executive director of the Mike Campbell Foundation (MCF). This top quality seed 
maize was grown on the MCF’s OPV seed project plot. The maize is a game-changer because future 
crops can be grown from the seed it produces, unlike hybrid seed which cannot be replanted 
successfully the next season. The seed has been delivered to over 1,000 families, including a child-
headed family. 
 

 Distribution areas: The Mike Campbell Foundation’s OPV seed has been distributed in the 
Umguza district, namely Nyamandlovu, Biffen, Springs, Ntabazinduna, St Elizabeth, Nsuza, 
Jiba, Mbembesawne, Jiba, Chivi, Filabusi, Mawabeni, Plumtree, Gwanda and Kensington. It 
has also been distributed in the Mazwi Resettlement Area. 

 
 Response:  The need for seed – and especially for open-pollinated seed - is so great that we 

were unable to meet the overwhelming demand. The communities where the seed maize 
has been distributed are extremely grateful because most of them have to use hybrid seed 
which they cannot re-plant in the following year. They also have a major problem because 
they have not received seed from the government, which is currently promoting the 
Pfumvudza /Intwasa (zero tillage) concept. Many villagers have unfortunately not been able 
to meet the Pfumvudza/Intwasa requirements.   
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 Additional farming activities in these areas: In some places where there is an abundance of 
water, as is the case in Nyamandlovu, there is some irrigation going on. But most of the 
places are dry and rely on rainwater for rain-fed agriculture.    
 

 Changing Lives: In past years, these communities have received seed from the government 
departments way too late and as such they have not been able to do very well in their 
production. But this seed maize came before the onset of the rains, so many people are 
anticipating a good harvest, should the rains not disappoint them. When that happens, they 
are likely to have a good yield and will be able to sustain their families from the excess. A lot 
of people are hoping to go back to the age-old tradition of seed preservation and they are 
eager to preserve this OPV seed for future use - as long as there is rain. 

 

 Comments from recipients: There was great appreciation for the seed maize! One of the 
people who was excited when he received the maize seed said: “The spirit of (the late) 
Pastor Albert Chatindo lives on!” There is serious joy among the recipients as this reduces 
the burden that they were carrying on their shoulders, namely the burden of finding maize 
seed as the prices are high. An elderly man in Ntabazinduna, Sekuru Ndou, said this seed is 
so good and all of it has geminated on my small plot! So we thought we would visit his plot 
and have copied in photos on the next page.  
 

 Tribute: The MCF would like to pay tribute to Pastor Albert Chatindo who sadly passed away 
on 30 September 2021 after many years of unstinting work for the poor in the Bulawayo 
area. He left behind a community bereft, but his exceptional work continues, supported by 
the dedicated team at the Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund.  

 

 The difficulties faced by these communities: The Ntabazinduna people are a wonderful 
community but they are affected by unemployment, which makes the situation of those 
ZVSF are assisting all the more desperate.  

 
With most of the people unemployed, the quality of life - especial in the Jabulani area – is 
very poor indeed.   
 

 
 

Grateful recipients of the open-pollinated seed in the Ntabazinduna Communal Land 
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This is Grandpa Ndou and his wife, who is very sick. 
They have 10 grandchildren who they are looking 
after. Their situation is very desperate as they don’t 
have food and their house was destroyed by a violent 
storm.  
 

 

 
 
This is Gogo (grandma) Ndou and some of the 10 
grandchildren who live with them. She does not even 
have Paracetamol for a pain killer. 
 

  
 
Mr Ndou took me by the hand excitedly, and proudly 
showed me this field in which, against all the odds, he 
had achieved a 100 percent germination of the seeds 
he planted. 
 

 
One of the already planted fields at Spring Farm. This 
is a beautiful crop, but is desperately in need of a 
shower within the next few days.  

 

 Further information: Springs Farm and Mazwi Resettlement Area 
 
Springs Farm lies 25km east of Bulawayo. It has serious water problems, with the entire 
community relying on Pastor Albert Chatindo’s Church borehole. Those who live at Springs 
farm are holders of “offer letters” from the government and they pay rates at Umguza Rural 
District Council. However the “offer letters” are not bankable as they do not have any title to 
the land. This is a major problem and increases their level of insecurity. 
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The Mazwi Resettlement Area lies 30km north-west of Bulawayo. It is a resettlement area 
funded by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) for formerly displaced persons. 
 

 The summer rains: The rains have started but have not yet come into full swing. We have 
seen some showers and have had a few very hot days as well as very patchy rainfall. 
 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE MCF’S FREE OPV SEED PROJECT  

 
Free open-pollinated seed packs distributed to needy rural families in Zimbabwe  
 

 2017:   4,500 free seed starter packs  

 2018:   8,000 free seed starter packs  

 2019:   7,500 free seed starter packs (despite drought conditions) 

 2020:   8,000 free seed starter packs  

 2021: 12,000 free seed starter packs  
 

 
 

Gift Konjana, national co-ordinator of the Mike Campbell Foundation, 
proudly displays one of the organisation’s invaluable OPV seed packs  

 
 
Please pray with us for good rains this season. Blessings! 
 
 

Phanuel Moyo 

Administrative Assistant 
Zimbabwe Victims Support Fund 
 

http://www.zimbabwevictimssupportfund.org/

