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“When the foundations are being destroyed 
               what can the righteous do ?”  ( Psalm 11/3 )

Dear friends,

Zimbabwe is immersed in a dangerous and deepening 
crisis. To quote from a Pastoral Letter of the Zimbabwean 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference issued on 14th August, it is 
“a multi-layered crisis of the convergence of economic 
collapse, deepening poverty, food insecurity, corruption 
and human rights abuses among other crises in urgent 
need of resolution.”
     The Pastoral Letter, which you can read on our website, 
is a model of prophetic insight and deep pastoral concern 
for a suffering people who are under siege from their own 
government. The Bishops accuse the government of a 
dereliction of duty, adding, “the only time we see real 
action is when our leaders are jostling for power, to secure 
it or to ascend to offices of power.”  
      It takes a high degree of courage to address such 
a rebuke to a tyrannical regime. True to form, the 
government responded with a furious tirade upon the 
Bishops but, praise God, Christian leaders and human 
rights groups across the spectrum have rallied to endorse 
their critique of the situation.   

Special Appeal
Given this level of suffering you will not be surprised that we 
have been consulting with our team on the ground about 
launching a special appeal, and with this report we are 
doing just that.  The team have challenged us to almost 
quadruple our normal level of funding for the 6 month 
period from October 2020 to March 2021, when the next 
harvest is due.  This will enable them, not only to extend 
the relief feeding to more starving people but also to 
include in the food hampers for each family soya chunks, 
cooking oil, salt and soap.  
      It is a huge challenge, and to this we must add 
provision for a good second-hand 4x4 vehicle for Pastor 
Albert, to replace his present vehicle which has served 
so well all these years but is now beyond repair. Such a 
vehicle is essential for the distribution of the relief food and 
the remarkable ministry of Pastor Albert and his team. 
      The target figure for the relief feeding over 6 months 
equates to roughly £115,000 and the purchase of the 
vehicle something like £12,000. In more normal times we 
would baulk at such a daunting challenge but given the 
urgent and desperate need we have a sense that the Lord 
is laying this task upon us. That being so, we believe the 
One who performed the miracle of multiplication is saying 
to us, “Trust me here. You give this your utmost and I will 
show you how I can multiply that”.
      A copy of the appeal is either being posted or 
e-mailed with this report, and can also be seen on the 
“Support us” page of our website.
 
     

“When the foundations are being destroyed what can the 
righteous do?” Here is but one instance of many daily acts 
of kindness of our partners in Zimbabwe.

Pastor Albert brings a most welcome food hamper to 
a lady awaiting surgery for a painful cancer, who is no 
longer able to provide for her family.

Tawanda Masango
Finally a word of welcome to the new leader of the 
Bulawayo team. We are delighted to announce that 
Tawanda Masango has accepted our invitation to take 
on this challenging role. He is a young, energetic Christian 
leader with a heart for the poor, and already experienced 
in relief and rehabilitation work in Zimbabwe.  He is 
now serving as a student Chaplain at N.U.S.T. (National 
University of Science and Technology) and introduces 
himself (very modestly) in the accompanying note.  
     We commend Tawanda and his team, Pastor Albert 
and all engaged in this project to your ongoing and 
persevering prayers.

With our heartfelt thanks,

Graham Shaw

     We are mindful that you, our faithful supporters, are 
already giving so generously, and many sacrificially. We 
do not want any to feel under pressure to give more.  
Rather let us together bring this appeal to the attention 
of a greater number, and so extend our donor base.  
Any help you can provide in “spreading the word” will 
be greatly appreciated. Extra copies of the appeal are 
available on request for this purpose.
     Some may wish to designate their gift for the vehicle; 
others for the relief food programme. Your wishes will 
obviously be respected, though if we receive more than is 
required for the vehicle I hope you will understand that we 
will then apply the surplus to the feeding programme.
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Introducing Tawanda Masango: 
ZVSF Bulawayo team leader

Having grown up in the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe, 

I only came to know of the great work ZVSF is doing, not 

long ago, when I moved to Bulawayo. However, I have 

experienced what it feels like to stand in the queue 

waiting to receive food aid, when I was still in the village. I 

am profoundly grateful for many people whose generosity 

allows such relief aid to be provided to those in need. 

Such acts of love and kindness play a big role in shining 

the light of Christ and I believe this is what the prophet 

Isaiah had in mind when he was exhorting God’s people 

towards generosity to the poor: 

If you pour yourself out for the hungry
and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,

then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.

Isaiah 58:10

I am therefore humbled and feel very privileged to have 

been invited to join the ZVSF team in Bulawayo and join 

in the great work they have been doing over many years 

to provide help to needy people. As I join this team, my 

hope is to see this good work continue as we reach out 

to many more people with emergency help in light of our 

worsening economic situation which has become more 

dire in the face of the global pandemic, COVID-19. I am 

also excited about the opportunities available for us to 

consider how we can assist some of our beneficiaries 

towards sustainability in the long term, through some 

income generating projects. 

Above all, as we take this great opportunity to meet 

some urgent and physical needs, my prayer is that we 

will always remember and prioritise the greatest need of 

all people everywhere, the need to hear and respond to 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who came to deal with our 

biggest problem, sin, and will soon usher his renewed and 

perfect Kingdom where there will be no hunger, disease, 

corruption or any other need. To that end, I am deeply 

encouraged that ZVSF, has been assisting some pastors 

and I pray that this will continue as we seek to see the 

gospel proclaimed.
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